
The Emerging Er ie  Fund,  a  f ie ld  of  interest  fund of  The Er ie  Community  Foundat ion ,
was created to champion local  in i t iat ives that  wi l l  s ign i f icant ly  benef i t  the Er ie

community  both now and in  the future .  As part  of  our  miss ion ,  we are issu ing th is
‘Request  for  Proposals’  to  sol ic i t  innovat ive and ambit ious project  ideas .

INELIGIBILITY:  For-profit, sectarian religious activities, fundraising solely, or
hospitality projects

ELIGIBILITY :  Any Erie County 501(c)3 nonprofit with a project that is primarily
serving the city of Erie and that has a total project budget of $2,500,000 or
less

DEADLINE: Applications and video must be submitted by May 29, 2026,
through this l ink: https://goapply2.akoyago.com/eriecommunityfoundation

IMPORTANT DATES: Finalists will be selected by July 31, 2026, and the grant
recipient will be announced by September 9, 2026

QUESTIONS? Contact Olivia Burgess, Director of Collective Giving, Erie
Community Foundation, via email: OBurgess@eriecommunityfoundation.org or
phone at 814-454-0843

T h e  E m e r g i n g  E r i e  F u n d  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a w a r d i n g  a  s i n g l e  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0
g r a n t  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 6  c y c l e .  A p p l i c a n t s  s h o u l d  r e q u e s t  t h e  f u l l  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d
a l l  a w a r d e d  f u n d s  m u s t  b e  s p e n t  w i t h i n  1 8  m o n t h s  o f  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  g r a n t .

A p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  s u b m i t  a  1 - 3  m i n u t e  v i d e o  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n .

WE ENVISION
A COMMUNITY WHERE 

ALL CAN thrive  thrive
TODAY & TOMORROW

PLACES

C r e a t i n g  s a f e  a n d
h e a l t h y  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,

h o m e s ,  a n d  p u b l i c
s p a c e s  t h a t  s t r e n g t h e n
c o m m u n i t y  c o n n e c t i o n s

PEOPLE

P r o v i d i n g  t r a i n i n g
a n d / o r  c a r e e r  s u p p o r t

f o r  E r i e  c o m m u n i t y
m e m b e r s  s t r i v i n g  t o

a c c e s s  l i v i n g  w a g e  j o b s

G R A N T M A K I N G  A R E A SG R A N T M A K I N G  A R E A S

https://goapply2.akoyago.com/eriecommunityfoundation

